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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 01 August 2000 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD entitled Debbie Does Dallas is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The DVD contains the 'classic' 1978 feature which, along with Deep Throat, helped 
move sexually explicit material into a more mainstream audience in the 1970s. The 
feature concerns a troop of cheerleaders who exchange sexual favours for money in 
order to save for a trip to Texas. 

The only issue of concern involves the age of the cheerleaders. It is mentioned in one 
part of the feature that they are 16 years of age. However, the female participants all 
appear to be at least 18 years old, and no other part of the feature indicates that they 
are young persons. 

The impact of the DVD format has been taken into consideration but makes, however, 
only a limited impact on the publication. 

The provisions in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have also been 
considered in determining the classification. While an age restriction places a limit on 
s14 of the NZBR Act, it is a reasonable and demonstrably justified limit on those 
freedoms expressed in si4. This limit is compatible with Parliament's intention to 
prevent children and young persons having access to sexually explicit material. 
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